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From Saturday Fuly the 15th, to; Guelday Fuly the 18th, 1710. 


The Leg-Poft, or a Woman's Face and 
Breaft compar'd with her Foot, by way of 
Satyr. 


Have been told fomething very pleafant 
about handfome Legs, which you mutt 
give me leave to tell you—— 

A certain City Spark was fo paflionate 
an Admirer of a handfome Foot, that he as of 
ten went abroad in Search of fach, as others do 
of handfome Faces : He generally fixed his Eyes 
on nothing elfe, had traveled to moft Parts of the 
* World to obferve what Nation produced Women 
* with the handfomeft Feet, walked dailyito no 
* other Purpofe, and when everFortune bleft him 
¢ with the fight of a handfome Foot and Leg,never 
¢ could leave the Woman that was endowed with 
‘ that Perfeétion, till fhe was within Doors. 
© One Day, as he ftood at his Door in the Coun- 
© try,near which he had caufed to be laid a very 
* high Stile on purpofe,he fpied a young Woman, 
¢ who in his Mind, had the neateft, beft fhaped, 
© and in fhort, the handfomeft Leg and Foot 
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he had ever feen. He immediately followed 
her home; and hearing that fhe had but little 
or no Fortune, and that fhe was very difcreet 
and unmarried, courted her, aad having eafily 
obtained her for his Wife, the very next Da 
after his Marriage, fent for fome of the be 
Painters, and caufed each of them to draw the 
Pi@ure of his Wife’s Leg. Not fatisfied with 
this, he invented twenty different Fafhions of 
Shoes and Stockings from the Pantoufle to the 
Buskin, and his Wife’s Leg drawn, de Novo, 
‘ by all the beft Mafters ia the Country: Nay, 
‘there could not pafs by the Town a foreign 
‘ Painter, but he would make him have a Touch 


* at his Wife’s Legg fo that in a fhort Time, he 


| © had fuch a Stock of painted Legs, as filled all 
« the Apartments of his Houfe, from the Hall 


to the Garret. This MadaefS of his caufed his 
_ Wife's Unhappinefs, tho’ he loved and main- 
tained her like a kind Husband; for, to make 
her Foot appear to advantage, he never would 
let her wear any Shoes, but fuch as were {0 
ftreight, that fhe was perpetually tortured in 
them: He ia the mean Time was {till by, com 
forting her, and begging that fhe would endure 
thofe Pains for his fake, affuring her withal that 
they cou’d not laft long. 
Thus far the Ingenious Afotrenx, but I can’t be 
of the Opinion of his City Spark, to think thata 
Woman’s Foot and Leg is her Greateft Orna- 
ment, for tho’ whea Nature firft moulded Wo- 
man, and fublimated her from the grofler Oar, 
fhe drew into that fair Compendium, all the vifible 
Perfections of the Creation, 

‘In her Native Simplicity, fhe glitter’d with 
Rays and Charms, that dazled all Eyes: Nothing 
fo favage or untam’d, that did not pay an Ho- 
mage to her conquering Beauty, yet this Beauty 
does not lie in her Legs, for ’cis well known that 
tn Holland, Germany, (but more efpecially in Jre- 
land) that a Woman’s Legs are the moft grofs and 
mifhapen Parts fhe has: Tis true, Mr. Bufhop 
wou'd often fay, ‘Were be to marry an hundred 
© Times, be wou'd chufe his Wife by ber Legs, and 
* not by her Face; But if Dunton’s Oracle was ask’d 
the Queftion, which Part of a Woman's Body is moft 
charming, I fhou’d wholly give it againft her Leg’, 
and aflere that her Face and Breast is her chaer 
Ornament, and therefore | will here fpeak fome- 
thing of thofe Parts (and that bricfly and modeftly) 
which they themfelves lay Open, namely, 7he 
Face and Breaft (that you may iee how far chey 
exceed the Legs) aud then I'll conclude this Leg- 
Poft with juft glancing at che Spurstual and Inward 
Beauty of a Vertuous Woman. rege 

First, The very Front or Face of this Building 
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that Airft meets with the Eye) confounds it, and 
will (carce fuffer it to look any further, Cerfata- 
ly, God not only mace her Body an Enitome cf 


; ‘Oa OEE ae EE Se oe ae 
phe Earth, for proportion 5 out her bece allo an 


; - 
Epitome of ar Flew en, for Beauly 5 which like 
Some clear Glafs (or Adirror) being turned up- 

le towards Heaven, prefents it felf wholly 
Waras tov Tas ca Vil, } ie ‘ 5 . J 7 ) 
fall of Heavenly Figures: The rovnd Porencad 


refembling the bowing Orbs 5 the Eyebrows, the 
Rainbows; the Eyes, the Stars and Planets 5 the 
red and white of the Checks, refemble the fair 
difcolour’d Clouds ; the Frowns refemble Stor MS 5 
and the Smiles, Fotr-weather 5 and are mix’d 
with Ten Thouland Graces. | 

If Heaven therefore be Beautiful, that Face 
(which in fo fmaila compafs contains it) nuit 
needs be fair indeed. 

Beauty (fuitis Plato) is a Priviledge and Prero- 
gative of Nature, which hapneth but to a few. 

Ic is therefore worth the having, feeing it Is a 
Priviledge, and but a few have it. Amon{t whem, 
of all Creatures, Women feem to be the true 
Owners of it. 

For tho’ there be a certain general Beauty in 
all Creatures, (as they are made by God, and 
ferve to adorn tlie whole Univerfe) Yet the chief- 
eft and moft delightful to the Heart of Man, is 
that of Woman; which hath in it two Qualities: 
For it not only delights and warms, (like the Sun) 
but (fometimes) to the rude Contemners, it burns 
and confumes, (like Lightning) according to that 
of Guevarra;, An hone Woman, (Beautiful) kil- 
beth with ber Countenance. 

And juftly are they fo punifhed ; feeing he, 
which is a Foe to Beauty, is an Enemy to Nature. 
Beauty corporal is generally 4 good and proportion- 
able agreeing coherence, and compatture of all the fe- 
veral parts of the Body. 

But it fhines in noLegs fo bright, as ia the 
Face and Countenance; wherein (as Laurentius 
fays) the Beams of the Divine Majefty fo fhine, 
that all other Creatures tremble at it, efpecially 
in Women 3 for in them al] Men admire and love 
it; and all Creatures elfe, fear and tremble at it ; 
aay, the Lion (the moft fierce amongft others ) 
fears it, and rages more againft Men than Wo- 
men; a$ giving more honour and reverence unto 
their Counteaance. The Symmetry aud power- 
ful Splendor whereof, hath not only a property, 
by opening the Hearts of the Bebolders, to make 
them difcover their own Secrets, (as we have 
examples enough in Scripture, by Sampfon, &c.) 
but it is the Difcoverer of it felf, and the moft 
fecret Affections, Difpofitions, and Paffions of 


che Heart, and for this Reafon a rich Aéilancis was 
wont to fay, That the firings of his Purfe were ne. 
ver fo hard tied, but his Betty had a Charm to lowe 
then: 

Vicltus eff animt Imago, The Countenance is the 
Image ot the Mind, faith Cicero: And in another 
place, Frous cst animi Fanua, The Brow is the 
Gate of the Mind 5 fo that the Gates lets forth th 
Images that you may foon fee what the Mind is. If 
therefore the Image of the Mind, and the Gate jr 
ftands in, be fo fair, furely the Mind it felf jp 

Vomen, (which ts the Spiritual Beauty) mpg 
needs be fair and heavenly : Yea, tho’ they fhould 
deny it to be fo with their own Tongues, OF any 
Detractor for them, the very Beauty of the Coup. 
tenance it {elf would convince them, and declare 
ic londer. 

But as in the Heaven, the Sun and Moon (the 
greateft Lights) bear greateft fway, and make 
greateft fhow ; fo in the Countenance, the Eyes 
fparkle forth greateft Beauty, and declare mof 
the effects of our Mind. So that it feems, Wif- 
dom, Folly, Anger, Pleafure, Grief, Envy, Mirth, 
Saduefs, Chaftity, or Whoredom, appear notin 
us, In any One part fo apparently, as in the Eye; 
And as they difcover much in Themfelves, 6 
have they a very great power in Ruling the Aff. 
tions of Others : For, from their Beams, proceed 
Health or Sickne/s, Love or Hate, Life or Death, 
the Object that they view, according as they eart- 
eftly behold it, either in Love or Hate. Neer 
quis teneros Oculus mihi fafcinat agnos, faith Virgil: 
And the fame is confirm’d by Plutarch: Fot,# 
he faith, The Eyes of Fair and beautiful Women, 
kindle Fire like the Sun, in the very Hearts and Sus 
of their Lovers, tho’ they look not on thems but afar of 

From whence grew, no doubt, the Opiniond 
Strato, the Philofopher, who held, That the com 
manding part of the Soul, remain’d between the Eye 
feeing that he faw fo great power in them, aid 
their Affection. 

Buc if I fhould write of all the Governing Beautiv 
in Women’s Faces (to fhew how far their Fae 
exceeds their Legs) I fhould draw this Threat 
much farther than it oughr. : 

So the next thing that remains to be fpoken of 
is the Breafts ; che beautiful and vertuous Spring 
and Fountains, that not only add Beauty, but Ut 
lity to the whole Edifice. 

The beft commendation of a Houfe, is, that # 
{tands in a good Air, and is well Watered. 

__ The firlt of thefe is obferved to be in this Built 
ing, out of the Etymology of her Name, by Be 


tholdus, Mulier quafi wsollis acy propter puritat aH 
fweet and pure Air. aim : 
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out the help of a Man, as Hippocrates affirms. 


on, he neither can, or ought to defire more. 


Rejoyce with the Wife of shv Youth, &c, Let her 
Breafts fatiify thee at all times, and be thow ravifh'd 
always with her love, (not with her Legs. ) 


ceeds from this Form of hers ; as is declared fuf- 
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And the fecond is made good in the office of} 
her Breafts, which are the Springs and Conduit-| What hall 7 fay? Nor this, nor that is bef; 
heads, which are com mended by their form, their! Bue all is better than can be exprefi'd : ‘ 
Jace, and the: u fe. And all Perfection, ts fo given to all ; 

Fir(t for their Form: They are Round; a Fi- | Her parts, that none 13 beft, but each is all 
eure molt capable of all others, and fitteft for | ‘ ; 
them, feeing they muft contain, like Fountains, And thus much for the Beauty Corporal, in 
Moifture tor Nourifhment. And they refemble whichI have fairly prov’d, A Woman's Nie end 
in making two little Hills, or Mounts, pleafantly | Breast exceeds her Legs. | fhall now conclude this 
garnifh’d with difparted and ftreaming Veins; ! Lev Poft with jut glancing at the Spiritual and Inward 
on whofe Tops arife the Conduit-heads, in hew Beauty of a Virtuous Woman, at the excellency 
like Strawberries ; from whence proceed the' whereof, you may guefs, by the Phyfiognomy of 
Streams fo much commended both for Food and her Face, and the reft. | 
Phyfick. Between thefe Hills lies that forbid-} Of this Spiritual and Inward’ Perfeétion, I 
den Way, which leads Lknow not whether: Yet. might give many famous Inftances; for (as an 
this I'll venture to fay, That neither Art, nor} Ingenious (a) Author obferves) * Our Nation has 
Nature can amend it; and that it has fucha Go-|* not wanted Learned as well good Women : Such 
verning Faculty, as it keeps all the World in|* were the Lady $ave Grey, and Queen Elizabeth 

Awe. ‘ of beloved Memory: But none of the fore- 
c 
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This Form of the Breafts, imitating the World,‘ mention’d ever fhone with brighter Beams than 
is very beautiful. From the obfervation of which,|* our Late Queen Afary, who had all the Graces 


the skilful Beholder fhall not only diftinguifh the 
difference of Sex, but alfoof Age and Health in 


Women. 


© of a Chriftian, and all the Royal Vertues of a 
© Queen. England has had, and hath at this very 
* time, feveral Ladies, that for their Wit, as 
2dly, For the Place, They are not in the lower | * well as Beauty, need not fear to vie with the 
parts of the Body, as in other Creatures ; but,)‘ Ancients. For Poetry, we had Mrs. Katharine 
to preferve Modefty, and for Comlinefs fake, in} * Philips, famous for the wit and {mootlinefs of 
the very Breaft near the Head, and right againft|}‘ her Writing; our greateft Poets thought them- 
the Heart. ‘ felves Elevated when they wrote of her: And 
For this caufe, that Women, being moft Lov. |‘ never was their Thought more Sublime, than 
ing and tenderly Affected to their Children, might |‘ when they prais’d Orinda.—And if ber Verfe 
at their greater Eafe, in the Earneftnefs of their |‘ had been Serious and Devout, | wou'd have ad- 
Love, both Feed with their Milk, embrace with|* ded Mrs. Bhen. ee 
their Arms, and kifs with their Lips, their Chil-| © We have now Philomela, who has borrow’d 
dren, at one time together; which they could |‘ the name of the Nightingale, and her Num- 
not do, were they plac’d elfewhere. * bers are as fweet, as the Voice of that is mu- 
Laftly, For their Ufe. Firft, they are to feed :|* fical. 
And to that end, they are endu’d with Milk, and} ‘¢ For Profe, we have the moft Ingenious Au- 
fuch as no other Creature hath : For there’s no Milk |‘ thor of The Propofal to the Ladies, and The Let- 
whatfoever, fo nourifhing and cherifhing in effet, nor |* ters to Mr. Norris.——Abroad, they in Hol- 


Anna Maria Schurman, who was a Philofopher, 

a Poet, and a Painter. 

© For the Criticks, the French have had the La- 
© dies Tarnaquilla, Faber, and Dacier, as well as 
© Madam Seuder: for Polite Difcourfe. 

*‘ We have now feveral Ladies for feveral In- 
* genious and Ufeful Sciences very famous. For 
Philofophy, My Lady AZafham : For Painting, 
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Which Milk it is poffible for them to have, with- 


¢ 
c 
fo fweet and honied in tafte, as that of a Woman.|* land have had for all the Learned Languages, 
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Then, as a Man content with his own poflefli- 


Which is well advis’d by Solomon, in the Proverbs, 
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So that both delight, profit, and power, pro- , : 
(a) In his Book, Entituled, The CharaCter of a 


a? 


ficiently in the defcription of the Beauty of her}Good Woman, being a Sermon Preach’d at the 
Face and Breafts, which exceed al] 1 can fay in| Funeral of Mrs. Elizabeth Dunton, my fick Wile. 


their Praife. 
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¢ Mrs. Beal; for Singiug, Mrs. unt, and Mrs, 
© Godfrey, 

© | might alfo mention Mrs. Anne Baynard late- 
© ly Deceas’d; whoatthe Age of Twenty Three 
¢ Years, was arriv’d to the Knowledge of a beara- 
© ed Philofopber ; and was, in the hard and knotty 
¢ Arguments of Metaphylical-Learaing, a molt 
© Nervous and Subdle Difputant. 

¢ Amongft thefe Extraordinary Women, | 
might juftly rank Mrs. Elizabeth Dunton, W hofe 
Love to her Husband was as remarkable, as 
her other Graces. She bad throughly fiudy’d the 
Great Book of Nature ; wherein we may fee the 
Wifdom and Power of the great Creator In 
the order of the Univerfe, and in the Produ- 
tion and Prefervation of things 5 and her Pru- 
dence gave fo many proofs of her Capacity for 
Domeftick Government, that the Heart of her 
Husband fafely trufted in her: She had fuch a 
power in Ruling her Houfe, that things were 
as well manag’d when he was abroad, as when 
he was athome; yet fhe never defir’d to go- 
vern, but when he was not on the Spot, Prov. 
30. 31. 

If | wou’d give more inftances of the Spiritu- 
al and Inward Perfection of the Fair Sex, to thefe 
1 might add the The Honourable Lady , 1 have 
trac’d her Life from the Cradle, to her 60th Year, 
and find it one continu’d Aét of Piety: So that ] 
may venture to fay, If there ever was on Earth a 

rfect Woman, ’tis the Divine Sabina. 

I fhould alfo hint the Noble Daphue,for her vaft 
Memory, Generous Friendfhip and Refin’d Senfe. 

And with her I fhall rank the unknown Orinda, 
that Mafter-piece of Wit, Beauty, and good Hu- 
mour, 

Neither can I forget the Grave, L-——d or that 
Pious and Matchlefs Woman, whom we cal] Cii- 
ment. | 
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Al Form more Fine, more accurately wrought, 
Was ne'er concerv’d by a Poetick Thought : 

Such pleafing Looks, in midft of Spring adorn 

The flowry Fields, fo {miles the beauteous Morn : 
So mild ber Eyes, fo beautiful and bright, 

That Lovelier Eyes did ne'er falute the Light 
With fuch a gentle Look, and {uch an Air, 

So Lovely, fe exceeding Sweet and Fair, 

To me the Heavenly Meffengers appear. 


J 


Whilft thar bright Soul that Heaven bas plac’d wir): 
Makes every Charm with double lustre fhine. ty 

1 have nam’d but a few of thofe Excellent Wo 
mea, whofe Inward Perfeétions ¢. 4d tity apie 
Fyes nor Legs) befpeaks em fit to Govern, eithe, 


in a publick or private Capacity ; but as the fore. 
|mention’d Author obferves, * How Many more 
iS fuch Women fhou’d we have, if they woy’ 
‘ employ their happy Talents to benefit gh 
World, and write as well as fow ? Who might 
‘ as far exceed the Men in Books, as they doiy 
‘ the Art of Governing when.they are call’d to 
‘it: And methinks a Book writ by an Ingeni. 
* ous Lady, woud look as well asa Wrought Bed 
‘ or a Fine Fringe, or a Baby or two of Wax: 
¢ 
t 
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their Hands wou’d be every whit as pretty 

when they Write, as when they Knot 5 and 

much more than they wou’d be, fhou’d 

Paint 5 for I reckon falfe Colour in their Fa 
‘ as bad as falfe Teeth and Plumpers in their 
© Mouths. 

Thus have I fairly prov’d there is no Creature 
fo perfect, no Wonder fo to be adinir’d as aWe 
man, (not for the fake of her Hand/ome Legs, but 
for the fake of her modeft Face and Inward Vir. 
tues.) And Ladies, God hath heaped all thet 
Graces on your beautiful Sex,to the end thatevery 
Creature might ftand amaz’d at you, Love and 
obey you; as we fee by Experience, That Incorporel | 
Spirits doat upon Women, with moft ardent Affestion; 
Which is fuch an approv’d Truth, that none, | 
think, dare offer todeny it: And if Womenare 
fuch Angels both in Body and Mind (as all moft 
own that confider we are now Govern’d bya 
Queen, whofe Royal Vertues exceeds all I have 
faid in praife of her Sex) I wonder at the una 
tural Fancy of fuch, as could with we might Pro- 
create like Trees, as if they were afham’d of the 
A&, without which they had never been capable 
of fuch an extravagant Thought, certainly, he 
that Created us, and has riveted the Love of We 
men in the very Center of our Natures, never 
gave us chofe paflionate Defires to be our incuf 
able Torment, but only as Spurs to our Wit ans 
Vertue, that by the Dexterity of the one, and Im 
tegrity of the other, we might merit and gal 
the Darling Objeét, which fhould confummatt 
our Earthly Happinefs. 
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